Micronesian Wreck Diving at its Best

Deep Wrecks Of
Truk Lagoon

By Dave Ross

Sapanese telegraph

1 the winter of 1998, a recreational charter aboard the Trud

:[:‘]gg.l'f.wr # provided a group of us with a week of diving
that defied all description, ene which lefi us feeling not anly
that wreck diving did not come much better than this, but also
that we had—quite literally—only skimmed the surface ofwhat
Truk Lagoan had to offer. The foundations were then firmly set
for areturn, ane that would be geared towards diving the deeper,
mare intact wrecks of the lagoaon.
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Appressor technical charters. As a result of rules made in Head
Office and Heet policies laid dewn in years gone by, standard
practice now included the use af independent doubles, air, Nirox
80, something on a fized bar at & meters (20 feet) for
decompression, and a cylinder of 30% for a bailourt in case the
mo tl-lcr HI] ||.j Cli:\"-‘ |.'|pc:ll'l.‘f.| Vnrith t|1cC|l.‘CDI.TI Prcﬁﬁic‘” Ht‘-ltic"'l I'lﬂIFWﬂ)'
lI'erllgI'l lI‘IC di\'c. At ICI.L'\'t i[ wis a start.

Thetrip briefly described here actually toak place in 2001, but
it was booked some eighteen months sarlier—back in the bad
ald days when we were still struggling with the “anything goes”
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Binnacle on the Fujikowa

In the interim
periad, we discoverad DIR and GUE and now found aurselves
facing a set of problematic practices that we could not accept;
but new were financially committed to the trip! As one would
imagine, many of us had no intention of being forced back into
dclllblc blf’lddcr.‘i Eccﬂuﬁc DFCl‘I:lrtcr FID“C}'. NDr wDUId we ﬂ.cccpl‘
being tald that we couldn't bring our manifolds because an

ethos poverning sectors of technical diving.
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insurance company considered it “safer™ it everyone onboard
dived the same—independents. Given this, getting Helium on
h:':lrd was it one pDiI‘I[ |DDki|‘|g Ilk.c an in!illrl'l'lclunl':lblt |-|L||'d|c.

Very fartunately for us, the insurance/liability issues disap pearad
as l‘|‘|c company Updﬂtcd |t'1 coverage. |I'| an CFFDF[ to
accommexdate rebreather divers, the Aggresors coverage no langer
. = : - .
required that “everyone dived the same.” but gave divers a real
ﬂgl‘ctn Ilghl o Ell\"c :ln)'l'l'ling l‘l‘lc}' CDUId l‘l‘llnk Dr.» whﬂt I‘C!illl [Cd
was a “vou bring it you can use it” approach. That was step
ane, Step twotor me, as the trip arganizer, was to be as diplomatic
as PDHHibIC in dmllng wll.'l'l thc Hkippcr CD"CCrning rcql.lc!il‘!i For
things | was acutely aware he might regard as questionable; e.g.,
Trimix. He was completely at liberty to call the shots, and this
went rlgl'll: dc‘\\'n o tl-lc er\c as Hix '\mk‘i chDrE thc rrlF‘ C-"‘.Pt.
Esposito emailed me to ask what Helium diving wasall about.

Turncd ot HQ I'Iﬁ.d '.lPPI'D'\.'Ed il bIJt I'I:ldl'l’[ iI'IFDFI'HCCI |'||I'I'I.

The end result was that the crew had a very scund attitude and
ﬁUPIerlCCI L5 incr:dibl}' “'E” dllri I'Ig l‘|'||: lriP. E!i!icl'll‘i;l”}l’ thq'
il'errn'IcCl s tl-lﬂr I'IDI'ICDF tl-lcir tan |\'1 IC:I.L'.CL‘I at presen i, ::I.I'Id |F“rt
chose to manifald them and that created problems, they were
aur |_1n:||:u|cn'|:i to stay up all ni;hl and Fx. not theirs; |ilkewise
with Helium. The message was, “you bring it, you blend it.”
Onee we accepted their terms, and as they saw we could manage,
ﬂnd l'l'l'.lt whi.l[ W Were dDing "l\'“.'in}[ t'.l'-(il'lg tl‘ltl‘l‘l any Furl‘l'lcr
out of their way than an air week. they gave us flawless and
professional service. A healthy degree of curiosity emenged about
aur n'lttl'lcll.‘l!i as ‘l\l"C”.

Trip time, and Continental Micronesias somewhat Monty
Pythanesque flight schedules, left us all a bit dazed on arrival
FI'DITI G’Uﬂm in Cl-lLlLll'( Sr:ll'& TrLll'( L:lgClDI'I'!i frue name. ND["III‘I;
energized us more, however, than boarding the Aggresar {7 and
spying all our gas nestling at the corner of the dive deck. At

£700 USD a botle, it was unbearable ima.gining that Simon
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